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Santa Cruz County Democratic Party 
Endorsement Questionnaire for the Primary 
Election 2024 


Must be completed and submitted no later than December 1, 2023 at 5 PM. 
Santa Cruz County Democrats, PO Box 7763, Santa Cruz, 95061, 
or by email: endorsements@cruzdcc.groups.io 


The Santa Cruz County Democratic Central Committee will be considering endorsing eligible Democrats 
who have qualified to appear on the ballot in the Primary Election on March 5, 2024 for both contested and 
uncontested positions. In order to be eligible, a candidate must be a registered Democrat for at least three 
months prior to the final filing date for that candidate's race in this election. An endorsement by us 
automatically carries an endorsement by the California Democratic Party. 


All eligible candidates who wish to be considered for endorsement are invited to complete our Candidate 
Endorsement Questionnaire and return a copy electronically (1) via Google Forms, or (2) by email to 
endorsements@cruzdcc.groups.io no later than December 1, 2023 at 5 PM, or (3) by USPS Mail 
postmarked no later than November 27th, to arrive by December 1, 2023 to Santa Cruz County Democratic 
Central Committee, PO Box 7763, Santa Cruz, CA 95061. Due to recently implemented USPS delays, we 
encourage an electronic reply. 


Thank you for submitting your questionnaire. We look forward to hearing from you at our Endorsement 
Forum on December 13, 2023 at 7 PM at LOCATION TBD 


Questions: Please email us at endorsements@cruzdcc.groups.io 


Email * 


Joe@votejoethompson.com l ee 


Candidate Name * 


a 1 a ee eee eee eee es 
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Candidate Phone Number * 


OO eee E 


Candidate Email * 


JoeThompson.CA@gmail.com 


Preferred Mailing Address * 


Eee oe). 


Preferred Phone Number * 


831-346-2898 


Campaign Website * 


VoteJoeThompson.com 
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Social Media * 
Twitter: https://twitter.com/JoeThompsonCA Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/JoeThompsonCA 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/JoeThompsonCA LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/in/thompson- 


joseph/ Tiktok: https://www.tiktok.com/@joethompsonca Youtube: 
https://www.youtube.com/@JoeThompsonCA 


Candidate headshot for future use should candidate be endorsed 


Q Cleaned Up Head... 


What are the approximate years you have been registered as Democrat in Santa Cruz County? * 


3 


Have you been registered in another county? If so, in what county were you registered and how 
long were you registered? 


n/a 
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Describe your involvement with the Democratic Party in the local, state, or national level over the * 
past few years. 


| was an alternate delegate to the Santa Cruz County Democratic Party for Stacey Falls from March 2022 
until moving to a new supervisorial district July 2023, and still remain active in DCC proceedings. | was the 
highest vote getter for the 2023 ADEM elections in Assembly District 28. After being elected to be a 
delegate to the California Democratic Party, | have been actively involved in the Credentials Committee. As 
the youngest elected ADEM in our region and alternate delegate to the Santa Cruz Democratic party | believe 
it has been my job to make sure our local, state and national Democratic party listens and actively reaches 
out to younger folks to make sure they know what we stand for, and why we're fighting for them. 


In the 2022 election, | worked to support the campaigns for Justin Cummings and Measure N, both of which 
received the DCC’s endorsement. | also worked as the field director on Gail Pellerin’s campaign, helping to 
elect her as our State Assemblymember. | was incredibly honored to receive the Santa Cruz County 
Democratic Party’s “Rising Star” award for 2022. 


List the 10 organizational or personal endorsements of your candidacy that you consider tobe * 
the most important or most representative of your campaign (Please separate each 
endorsement with a semicolon). 


Sandy Brown, Santa Cruz City Councilmember and Incumbent; Ro Khanna, United States Congressman, 
District 17; Alex Lee, State Assemblymember, District 24; Eduardo Montesino, Mayor of Watsonville; Mike 
Rotkin, Former Mayor of Santa Cruz; Monterey Bay Central Labor Council; Planned Parenthood Advocates 
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Briefly describe the aspects of your background and experiences that indicate your x 
qualifications for the office you seek. 


I’m a current UCSC student in my third year studying to get a B.A in politics. When | first arrived in Santa 
Cruz, | started organizing at the Starbucks on Ocean and Water, and led the first Starbucks store in all of 
California to file for a union. Santa Cruz later made history when both Starbucks locations unionized in May 
of 2022. | got involved in Santa Cruz electoral politics when | was fired as the Field Director for Gail Pellerin’s 
State Assembly campaign after running myself. | was able to help Gail secure a major victory against an out- 
of-touch Republican. | learned a lot working for Gail. One of my key takeaways was that public service must 
be for the public. | will have to make personal sacrifices. 


| then worked for State Senator Aisha Wahab, in her district office, another experience which taught me a lot. 
| currently work for Service Employees International Union Local 1021, where I continue to organize 
Starbucks workers across northern California. | most recently organized a store in Yuba City which won a 
union in November. 


My unique combination of experience is what makes me the most capable of serving the equally unique 
needs of District 5. 
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What are the top five major issues facing this office? (Please label each one and briefly * 
describe. Separate each with a semicolon). 


Environment: | believe that combating climate change needs to drive city policy. We must be proactive and 
prepare for future climate disasters by ensuring future water access and availability, preparing for sea level 
rise and doing more to mitigate floods and wildfires. | will work to make sure the city meets its climate goals 
by 2030 and that the city looks at the impacts of climate change through a lens of environmental justice to 
ensure the most marginalized communities receive the most resources; 


Housing: The housing crisis in Santa Cruz is voters’ top priority. We need more housing to meet our needs, 
especially for low-income people. Currently, the housing being built in Santa Cruz City Council District 5 
includes roughly 50% low-income affordable housing. My highest priority on the council will be accelerating 
solutions on affordable housing and transit which can work in conjunction, benefiting one another; 


Homelessness: Extreme homelessness is the direct result of extreme housing costs. It has been among 
Santa Cruz’s most inflammatory discourses for years. | will work with our local, state, and federal officials to 
get more resources for mental health and substance abuse treatment, while maintaining a housing first 
approach and keeping focus on improving affordable housing access; 


Public Safety: As a Substance Use Disorder Services Commissioner, | have been working to address public 
safety in multiple ways, from the increase of fentanyl and other opioids and have been pushing for our 
commission to recommend a public health emergency declaration to increase the spike in fentanyl overdose 
deaths. Additionally, making sure that we address the root causes of crime and not using band aid 
solutions. | will work to address the substance use and mental health issues that are occurring in our 
community and fully support the development of a non-police emergency crisis unit(s) to deal with problems 
of homelessness and mental health and allow police to respond to other crimes.; 


Workers Rights: | believe that all workers should have a living wage in Santa Cruz and be able to have job 
security. | believe in expanding resources to workers about wage theft, misclassification, and other unfair 
labor practices. | will continue to support organizing workers and putting people over profit. | believe that by 
expanding Labor Protections, and fighting back against multibillion-dollar corporations we can keep Santa 
Cruz local and support small family owned businesses. 
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In 2022, voters overwhelming voted against the Greenway initiative (Measure D). However, there * 
are still concerns about the likelihood of the rail trail being built and the environmental impacts it 
could cause. Please explain your position on the rail trail and public transportation in our 
community. 


| was completely opposed to the Greenway Initiative and actively campaigned against it. | am genuinely 
excited about the rail trail and believe that it will help residents across our county to drive less, bike more 
and enjoy a new form of transportation. As someone who bikes around Santa Cruz and knows the dangers 
and challenges that surround cyclists, | plan to develop our infrastructure to better serve our community and 
prevent as many accidents as possible. Since our transportation system places major barriers to low- 
income folks getting around, | believe that investing in public transportation is necessary to not only combat 


Housing is still among the top issues in the county. Many residents are rent-burdened and find it * 
difficult to gain the generational wealth that previous generations have been able to build. How 
will you address housing issues in your district and the county overall? 


| am excited about some of the new developments happening in Santa Cruz City Council District 5. 
Approximately half of the proposed or under construction units are low-income affordable. | am excited to 
see these projects continue to break ground but this will only make a slight dent in the overall housing crisis. 
| hope to combat the housing shortage and the affordability crisis by supporting development of housing for 
all income levels. 


Specifically, | will support incremental development so that we can build more housing, denser, while fitting 
in the neighborhoods which surround it. l'Il make sure the city completes the study it plans to do on 
inclusionary zoning. Once this study is complete, | will advocate that we adopt an inclusionary rate which 
maximizes the number of affordable housing units built in the city. 


In addition to supporting pro-housing policies, | hope to bring more good paying union jobs to Santa Cruz 
with a project labor agreement (PLA), and making sure that our tax dollars are not only staying within Santa 
Cruz and supporting workers but that every worker is given a livable wage and healthcare. I’m honored to be 
endorsed by the Monterey/Santa Cruz Building and Construction Trades Council and Santa Cruz YIMBY and 
to be a housing champion for Santa Cruz. 
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How will you ensure that the County's (or City’s) infrastructure (such as water, electricity, roads) * 
are maintained equitably in your district? 


District 5 has a wide range of needs when it comes to infrastructure. | live in the El Rio Mobile Home Park, 
which sits right behind a river levee and has different infrastructure needs than the apartment building 
closer to downtown or the suburban-style neighborhoods of the upper west side. However, the largest 
inequities in infrastructure are between in-town residents and the majority of D5 which is the UCSC campus. 
Students living on campus drink water which is rumored to contain lead and are subjected to frequent 
electrical blackouts. As the first councilmember ever elected in this student district, it will be a priority to 
work for infrastructural improvements on campus. | believe that it is universally beneficial to be accessible 
to constituents so they can personally share when the city infrastructure they use needs work. 


What steps will you take towards having a climate resiliency and mitigation plan in place to * 
ensure the safety of all the residents with equity in mind? 


My approach to climate justice is based in an understanding of environmental justice and the history of 
environmental racism. I'll ensure the safety of all residents while emphasizing equity. Santa Cruz is primed 
to see the devastating effects of environmental racism as sea level rise begins to impact our city. Our 
poorest and most racially diverse neighborhoods will be unlivable in just a few decades unless we take swift 
action to mitigate these damages. We need to spend as much time talking about the Beach Flats as we do 
West Cliff Drive. | plan to work with environmental experts, scientists, community leaders, and advocacy 
groups to assess how the city can combat the issues of climate change. | plan to work to implement 
sustainable practices such as promoting energy efficiency, expanding green spaces, and promoting 
alternative modes of transportation. These efforts will not only help to mitigate climate change, but will also 
improve the overall quality of life in our community. | will also advocate for policies that prioritize vulnerable 
populations, such as low-income communities and residents of environmentally sensitive areas. This 
includes allocating funds for climate resilient infrastructure, early warning systems, and emergency 
response plans that take into account the needs of all residents, regardless of socioeconomic status. My 
plan relies heavily on engagement and education. | will work to increase public awareness of climate change 
and its consequences, ensuring that residents are informed and empowered to participate in the process. | 
plan to explore collaborations with local small businesses, academic institutions like UCSC and Cabrilo, and 
environmental organizations in order to leverage their expertise and resources. My approach to climate 
resiliency and mitigation entails a comprehensive and inclusive plan that addresses the unique needs of my 
district and more broadly Santa Cruz. We can build a resilient and safe environment for all residents in the 
face of climate challenges by focusing on equity, sustainability, and community engagement. 
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Please provide an example of when and how input and/or evidence has convinced you to äl 
override your initial opinion on a public policy issue? 


Before | moved to Santa Cruz, | never lived in an area with good public transportation, or even really public 
transportation at all. | grew up in Lincoln, California and my mom would drive all 4 kids to school. When | 
was just a few years old, she would drop me off at preschool, drop my older sister off at Elementary school, 
drop my other older sister off at Middle School, and then lastly drop my oldest brother at High School. These 
schools were also spread apart so public transportation wasn’t really an option and | got adapted to driving 
everywhere. Later in my life, | moved to Texas and started High School out there where the town we lived in 
had just under 4,000 people and | lived on a ranch with my Aunt and Uncle. When | turned 16, | Immediately 
got my Driver’s License so | could drive myself around and explore the Dallas/Fort Worth area. | then 
graduated school and after experiencing the horrors of Texas, | got into UC Santa Cruz and knew that | 
wanted to start my own home here. | was shocked and amazed by the public transportation for students, 
and slowly began to realize that | didn’t need to drive a car to do every single thing. | got more involved with 
transportation advocacy, and learned that the problems of traffic congestion can’t be solved by widening a 
road, and that we need to develop other modes of transportation, so that kids and teenagers feel safe 
walking or biking to school, and encourage folks to take the bus. After living through this experience, | think 
it was important to hear the perspectives of other folks who had a different perspective than | did, and 
through evidence and productive dialogue was about to change my perspective on car-centric policies and 
instead focus on better transportation methods for us all. 
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